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Must we forgive with unlimited 
forgiveness?

Matthew 18: 15 - 35
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Philip Yancy: What’s so amazing about grace?

• One night, I had a wondrous dream; One set of footprints there 
was seen.

• The footprints of my precious Lord, But mine were not along the 
shore.

• But then some stranger prints appeared, And I asked the Lord, 
"What have we here?"

• "Those prints are large and round and neat, But, Lord, they are 
too big for feet."

• "My child," He said in sombre tones. "For miles I carried you 
alone.

• I challenged you to walk in faith, But you refused and made me 
wait.

• You disobeyed, you would not grow, The walk-of-faith you would 
not know.

• So I got tired and fed up, And there I dropped you on your butt,
• Because in life, there comes a time, When one must fight, and 

one must climb,
• When one must rise and take a stand, Or leave their butt prints 

in the sand 
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Jewish Law

• Forgive a brother 3 times for the same sin.

• No forgiveness for the forth offence of the 
same sin.

• Jesus says forgive 70 x 7 times (e.g. unlimited)
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Why should we forgive?

• God wants to release us from the curse of 
sin.
– Matthew 6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we 

have also forgiven our debtors” 

• Unforgiveness results in more of our own 
sin:
– Anger, critical spirit, bitterness and 

indifference and some physical / mental 
manifestations.
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The World’s worst prison is that 
of an unforgiving heart.

Unforgiveness results in our own sin e.g.:

Anger

Critical Spirit

Bitterness

Indifference

Ephesians 4: 31-32. “Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, 
brawling and slander along with every form of malice. Be kind 
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ, God forgave you”



6

How do we forgive?

• Understand the meaning of forgiveness

– Surrendering the right to hurt you for hurting 
me.

– Preservation of relationships
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I never knew how strong I 
was, until I had to forgive 

someone who was not sorry 
and accept an apology I 

never received. 
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How do we forgive?

• Understand the meaning of forgiveness

– Surrendering the right to hurt you for hurting 
me.

– Preservation of relationships

– Not forgetting but healing
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Forgiveness is hard!

You don’t know what a good 
memory you’ve got until you 

try with all your heart to 
forget something!
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A journey of many steps

• Seeing others as having worth regardless of 
wrongdoings.

• Seeing others as equally precious in spite of the pain 
felt.

• To cancel the demands on the past.

• To work through anger & pain

• To drop demands for an iron clad guarantee of future 
behaviour.

• Celebrate in mutual recognition (if possible) that right 
relationships have been achieved.

• If the person is unrepentant – PRAY, TALK & FORGIVE 
– “Father forgive then for they do not know what they are doing”
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Be a channel of God’s forgiveness

• Share what we have received

• Be a catalyst for peace and order

• Be thankful for God’s acts of mercy

• Be humble
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Forgiveness is not an option but a 
command

• Unforgiveness – is disobedience to Gods 
command. 

• We are expected to follow His example

• Remember that “forgiveness feels pain but it 
does not hoard it.; it allows tomorrow to break 
free of yesterday. It is always hard, sometimes 
foolish and, at its heart, God like”.


